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SCIENCE AND INNOVATION PORTFOLIO 

Statement 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.15 pm]: I have listened 
intently to what Hon Donna Faragher has just said about this government’s achievements and I would also like 
to take some time to reflect upon some activity, or lack there of, of this government in the portfolio of science 
and innovation.  

I note that in three years, three ministers have held the science and innovation portfolio under the Liberal–
National coalition government. What have we seen happen with those ministers? We have seen a steady decline 
in funding and a total lack of interest in this vital area of work in Western Australia. Everyone on the opposite 
side of the chamber should be absolutely embarrassed about the neglect and lack of funding in this area. The 
government has used this portfolio as an area to siphon funds into other areas of government need. Last week, 
Hon Helen Morton provided an answer about what has happened to the biotechnology development fund. We 
have seen a steady drop. The fund should have been exhausted more than a year ago, but more than $1 million 
has not been touched. I raise this because a week or so ago the Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, committed to 
spending $10 000 to send two marathon runners to the lovely city of Kobe in Japan. It is very nice that those 
people will get government funding to go to Kobe and run and show everyone how good they are, and I hope 
that they do very well. However, I also noted that in the biotechnology area, an annual national conference will 
be held by AusBiotech. In the past, the Labor government would provide funding to enable Western Australian 
companies under a Western Australian banner to go to the conference to promote the industry and their products 
and sell the benefits of what is happening in Western Australia.  

For the last two years—probably for the last three years if we were to track back that far—this government has 
provided zero assistance to the biotech industry in this state to allow it to promote itself and its products. I have 
raised this matter directly with the minister. I had a lovely chat with him in the corridor tonight, because I am 
disturbed that we are not advocating on behalf of a very important area of industry. We have had a lot of 
discussion about local content lately, but we have not really focused on this element of local content in WA. It is 
an area on which we should focus because an enormous amount of research and product development is 
happening in Western Australia in the area of biotechnology. It is an area with lots of potential in job creation 
and the discovery of medicines and other treatments. In fact, a lot of work is being done offshore because the 
state government is not providing any support in this very important area of science.  

Eleven companies have indicated that they will head to Adelaide for this conference. Western Australia will be 
the only state that will not have a state booth to provide assistance to the companies to promote themselves and 
their products. We can afford to send two runners off to Kobe for $10 000. The price of a booth at the 
AusBiotech conference, to promote our state, ranges between $5 000 and $11 000. The return to our state would 
far outstrip that very measly cost of providing support to those companies that want to attend this conference. I 
have put it to the minister that it would be in his best interests, and he would get some big brownie points from 
the industry, if he provided that support to these companies. It is a big ask for companies to get to this conference 
and for a number of them it is very difficult to provide the moneys to fund their booths. If the government is 
really committed to ensuring that the area of science and innovation has some genuine opportunities and to doing 
things to encourage people to work in this area, the government has to put its money where its mouth is and 
deliver. 

However, as we have seen from a number of questions that I have asked in the past couple of years, every part of 
the science and innovation portfolio has been used to siphon off cash; it has been eroded. When we look at the 
forward estimates for next year we can see that only $3.16 million has been allocated to this portfolio. That is 
absolutely shameful! I really do not know how the current minister, Hon John Day, can claim to be engaged with 
this portfolio. I saw him open up an information and communications technology conference this morning and 
talk in very general terms about ICT. However, he got very excited about going off to make an announcement 
about an art show. I know that he goes to lots of openings, lots of closings and lots of other artsy events and gets 
very excited about them, but he misses opportunities in the area of science and innovation. The science and 
innovation area is equally exciting and perhaps has more opportunity for our state for job creation, providing 
pathways for young people for future careers, providing a return to our state and providing opportunities for our 
state in the international arena. When I listened, therefore, to the previous speaker talk about missed 
opportunities from our former government, I realised that a glaring hole exists in this government. Sometimes it 
is the little things that can patch up those holes. I really hope that the current minister, Hon John Day, will do the 
right thing by this industry and provide that very meagre form of funding to assist those companies attend this 
conference so that they can showcase what they can actually do, as I am sure there would be a return to the state 
for that very meagre offer. I hope that the minister will do that. I imagine that he will not, because this 
government has not demonstrated any level of interest in the science and innovation portfolio. 
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I note that there is silence from the other side of this chamber, because government members know what I am 
saying is true. 

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

Hon KATE DOUST: If government members do not understand that, they should go back and have a look at 
the answers to the questions I have asked. They will see that this government has deliberately cut back in that 
portfolio. It provides no support to the ICT industry. It provides no support to the biotechnology industry. It 
provides no support to the research area of the medical sciences. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Have you written to the minister about this? 

Hon KATE DOUST: I have spoken to him directly and he has said he would look into it. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: When? 

Hon KATE DOUST: Today. I spoke to him today. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: And has he responded to you? 

Hon KATE DOUST: He said he would come back to me. 

I therefore put on the record today, so that everyone knows, that I have made that request and I have sought that 
information. The industry has sought that support and has not received it. I will therefore be very keen to see 
whether this government provides that very small token of support to the industry. If it does not, I will be very 
disappointed, but not shocked and not surprised. I look forward to seeing what the government will put forward 
in its budget next year, because I doubt very much that it has a plan. We heard earlier about the need to have a 
strategy and a plan. There is no strategy and there is no plan in this state for science and innovation. There is a 
total lack of interest on the part of this government. It does not understand that it can have a fully sustainable, 
viable science and innovation industry that will run alongside and support and sustain the resources and mining 
sector as well as our academic area; the government has missed the boat on that. The industry and all the people 
working in those areas understand that as well. They have basically said that they know the government will not 
engage with them and will not provide that support, and that they will have to find other ways of doing it. I hope 
that at some point the government will put into this position a minister who is engaged, who is interested, who 
wants to achieve change in this area and who wants to see results for the state, but I will not hold my breath. 

House adjourned at 10.24 pm 
__________ 

 
 


